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than eight kopeks a month. The millowner charged 6 rubles 50 kopeks
a month for their maintenance, thus leaving them in debt to him at
the end of the month to the amount of 2 rubles 58 kopeks. The worker
had to work many yeais to pay off this debt. The average wage of a.
Russian worker was 14 rubles 16 kopeks a mouth for adult men and
10 rubles 35 kopeks for adult women. Many workers received a wage
of 7 to 8 rubles a mc-nth. In some districts wages were still lower. The
wages of an adult worker in the Urals averaged only 4 rubles 80 kopeks
a mouth.

But even this wretched wage was never received by the workers
in full or all at once. Sometimes they were paid only two or three
times a year. There were no fixed periods for wage payments. Part
of the wages (from one-quarter to one-half) was deducted to cover
fines which the employers imposed in the most unscrupulous and
arbitrary fashion. The employers, moreover, frequently cheated the
workers when calculating their wages. The workers were compelled
to take bad food products on credit in the factory shops at prices twice
or three times above market prices. The* workers lived from hand to

m,outh, on a diet of potatoes, cabbage and rye bread. They never saw

butter,  meat or sugar.

Housing conditions were exceedingly bad. The workers were forced

to live in factory dwellings on the factory grounds. Some ten to twelve*

persons were crowded together in a tiny room in the workers' barracks.

This, too, became a source of profit for the employers who deducted





Eviction of the poor in winter. From the painting by P. Yakovlev